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adventure, a Daytona 500 experience with a meet and greet with 2015 
champion Joey Logano and a $6,500 kitchen renovation. Many other 

terrific items were auctioned off totaling over $28,000. After the 
delicious catered meal and decorating expenses were deducted, over 

$30,000 was raised by the inaugural “Oh the Places You’ll Go” Fundraiser. A 
tremendous THANK YOU goes out to all who donated auction items.

 The money will be divided to support all the current and future 
mission projects of First Baptist Church. The first $10,000 will be 

given to our Youth Group mission projects and a 20% scholarship 
reduction will be given to each First Baptist Family member who 

will be going on other mission trips this year. A First Baptist 
Family member is anyone who is an active participant in the mission 
& ministry of First Baptist Church. The purpose of the Fundraiser was 
to reduce the price of all our mission trips allowing more individuals 
and families to participate. An example of the price reductions will be 
that the Guatemala mission trip normally priced at $1050 will now be 
$850 per person which is a 20% reduction. We will also be able to plan 
more mission trips including an inexpensive Family Mission Trip and 
Children Mission Trip. It is very exciting to see God at work in the lives of 
our church members. The goal of every First Baptist mission trip is to seek 
out “where God is at work” and to join Him in His work. 
  Start praying for God to lead you to sign up for a future mission trip...
 TAKE A TRIP...CHANGE A LIFE 
(and the life that will be changed, might be your own!)

The “Oh the Places You’ll Go” Mission Trip 
Fundraiser was a huge success! Around 400 
First Baptist members and guests came to 
the event which was fantastically decorated 
in a Dr. Seuss theme complete with a hot air 
balloon and a forest of multicolored giant 
flowers. The Cat in the Hat and Thing 1 and 
Thing 2 welcomed all as they entered the 

building. The decoration committee did a super job.
 Over 120 silent auction items were donated which raised over 

$12,000 for future mission trips. The “live” auction items included 
vacations to a house in the mountains and four-week stays at 

several beach houses. Also included was an off-shore fishing 



OUR VISION:
“To become a community of  

believers that is open and   
welcoming to anyone, no  matter where they 

are on  their faith journey, and is  intentionally 
joining with Christ in his 

redemptive work and purposes in the world.”

OUR MISSION:
“To become, and help others to 

become, fully devoted  
followers of  Jesus 

Christ.”

Commitment 
Anyone here ever shopped for a bicycle online? A few years ago 

I was looking for a form of exercise that I thought I’d like enough 
to keep doing, and cycling seemed like a good choice. So I got 
online and started doing research. Did you know that almost all 
bicycles are made from one of four materials? Steel is the cheapest, 
followed by aluminum. Carbon fiber is relatively new and kind of 
expensive, and then there’s titanium which supposedly combines 
the strengths of the other three materials, but also costs the most. 
In fact, I found a bicycle on eBay made out of titanium that cost 
more than the mortgage for my and Allyson’s first house. For that 
price, I would expect to be as fast as Lance Armstrong on my very 
first ride. I found about 150 different kinds of bike seats online, 
which if you want to use the correct bicycling lingo should be called saddles. There were also 
more than 50 different kinds of helmets to choose from. I even found more than 30 different 
varieties of bike chains. I thought a bike chain was a bike chain, but apparently not. In fact, there 
were so many choices that it was kind of paralyzing. 
 Have you ever been there? You know you need to decide, but you’re scared of making the wrong 
decision, so you don’t. You just sit there. That’s where I was, right up until a friend of mine who 
knows an awful lot about bicycles shared some wisdom. “Matt”, he said, “I’m not telling you that 
you should just buy the first bicycle you find, but in the end, whether or not you enjoy riding and 
get in shape, it is less about which bicycle you choose, but rather the commitment you make to 
riding it. Because no matter what seat you buy, your backside is still going to be sore. And no 
matter what material your bike is made from, you’re still going to huff and puff going up hills. 
Biking requires a commitment, and if you’re prepared to make it, then the rest will work itself out, 
and if you’re not, then having the world’s greatest bike isn’t going to make any difference. But if you 
make that commitment, I can guarantee you, it’ll change your body, and maybe your life”.
 Of course, that’s not just true for biking, that’s true for a lot of meaningful activities … 
including worship. 
 “In light of God’s mercy”, says Paul, “I urge you to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, this is 
your spiritual act of worship”. For the past few weeks we’ve been reminding ourselves what 
worship is and that worship should be judged not by whether we like the songs, but whether He 
does. Not by whether we got something out of worship, but if God did. But in his letter to the 
Romans, Paul raises the stakes. Paul doesn’t say to offer your songs, or your prayers, or even your 
money to God, Paul says we’re supposed to offer our bodies, our SELVES as a sacrifice in 
worship. 
 When was the last time you really, truly offered yourself to God in worship? When was the 
last time, in light of God’s mercy, in light of what God has done in Jesus, that your heartfelt 
response to God, was “take my life God, and do with it what you will?”   
 I would absolutely love it if worship at First Baptist was the most dynamic hour of the week. 
I would absolutely love it if God would lead some fabulous worship minister here with 
amazing gifts. Both of those things would be very, very cool. But even better than that would 
be for all of us (including me) to offer ourselves as living sacrifices each and every week,
 because if we’d make that kind of commitment, I can guarantee you it will change us, change 
our worship, and it might just change the world…
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Attention 
College Grads
& Families
If you or a family member is graduating 
from college and would like to announce 
this wonderful news in the next issue 
of the Kingdom News, please email 
the student’s name, college/university 
graduating from, degree and a graduation 
photo by June 1st to Ashton Gourlay at 
agourlay@fbcwilmington.org. 

Sunday
Worship 

Schedule

  

May 10
Bail Out or Dig In

Daniel 3:16-18
Matt Cook

May 17
Listen and Learn

Proverbs 3:5-6
Matt Cook

May 24
A Little Help from My Friends

2 Timothy 4:9-13, 16-18
Matt Cook

May 31 
Tenacious Hope

Romans 5:1-5
Matt Cook

One day you’re living life and things are 
going well, the next day things fall apart.  
Life has thrown you a curve ball. But as 
Christians, we don’t just trust God when 
things are easy; we especially must learn 

to trust him when things are hard.
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God at work in the life of FBC

Burmese Retreat 
A great time was had by 26 Karen/Burmese teenagers on the Spring Myrtle Beach Retreat.  
The retreat was chaperoned by Keith Sanders, Gary Harris, and Don and Connie Vigus.  
The small group leader positions were led by ten terrific GPS college students who built 
relationships with the Karen students. Fun games were played in the condos and we had fun 
walks on the beach. Plans were made to take our four Karen students, who will be 
graduating from high school in June, to a tour of Cape Fear Community College to continue 

their education. God used the UNCW 
students to share the love of Jesus to 
each of the Karen kids.

Mission Possible Day, on Saturday, April 18,  was a day of sharing God’s love. We 
had projects in three locations:  Town Creek Elementary School, where a bench 
planter and a Pergola were built by the FBC ‘Dream Team’, FBC Habitat House 
build location where vinyl siding was finished and they began work installing 
hardware inside the house, and finally another team spent the day at PORTIA 
HOUSE where they built a bike rack, a net wall around the basketball court to 
keep the balls from going out into the street, a new basketball goal, a deck 
underneath their shade tree and some beautiful 
flowers were planted. 
Throughout the rainy 
day, never a discouraging 
word was heard from the 
diligent missionaries
A big thanks to all who 
helped! You all truly 
shared God’s love and 
made a difference in our 
community!

Celebrating Life Together
The gymnasium of our Activities Center brimmed over with people of all ages as we gathered 
each Wednesday evening from January through April for CrossTraining Wednesday night 
dinners. Everyone enjoyed delicious home-cooked dinners prepared by a devoted team of 
volunteers. We engaged in conversation with new friends, (and some we have known for a 
while), prayed together and wrote notes of encouragement to those who are homebound, 
hospitalized, struggling or celebrating. We enjoyed music sung by teenagers and laughter 
generated by children. Families had dinner at the same table with elderly members that may 
have eaten alone otherwise. Our friends from Burma added a special dimension to our 
gatherings as we introduced some American delicacies to their cultural diets. The Burmese told stories from their homeland while we offered 
practical help for their transition to their new home. Having the diversity of generations, cultures, length of membership, single adults and families 
together to share food, friendship and faith was energizing and fun. Thank you to the many servants that set up, showed up, prepared meals, served 
them, washed dishes, cleaned up afterwards, wrote notes, offered gospel hospitality and shared their giftedness. Jesus was present each Wednesday 
night and each person that joined Him left fulfilled. We look forward to doing it again beginning in September.

Mission Possible Day 



Interim Worship News – We’re excited to share some wonderful 
news about our interim worship situation. The Personnel Committee has extended an invitation to Steven Thomason to begin serving as 
our Interim Minister of Worship for the traditional service at 11:00 am. Steven will begin on Sunday, May 3. Steven grew up in Cary, NC. He 
studied Church Music at Campbell University and is beginning his Master of Divinity studies at Campbell Divinity School. Steven has been an 
interim Minister of Worship at churches in Greenville and Chapel Hill. He guest conducted our choir a few weeks ago, and we’re very excited 
that he is coming to join our ministry team as we conduct a search for a permanent Minister of Worship.  

Interim Administrator News  - We are also pleased to announce that our very own Joe Capell will be adding some additional 
administrative duties to the work he already does for us overseeing our facilities. Joe will now be splitting his time between facility oversight 
and general administration. His work in this capacity began on April 13th and will last until we hire a permanent Administrator.
 
Permanent Administrator News – With the authorization of the Personnel Committee, a Search Team has been formed to 
recommend a candidate for a new administrator. The team that will oversee this search is made up of Allen Hunt (Chair of Personnel), Gail 
Herring, Berry Trice, Laura Blair and Mike Kincaid.
 
The Church Administrator is a senior level position within our staff structure with a primary focus on financial management, personnel 
management, property oversight, as well as serving as the administrative troubleshooter for the staff team. More details about the desired 
qualifications for the position are also available on the church website at http://www.fbcwilmington.org/about-us/employment.
 
Please send all inquiries, recommendations, and resumes to searchcommittee@fbcwilmington.org with the subject line as “Administrator 
Opening”.  If you have questions about the process, you can also speak with Matt Cook or a member of the search team.  

Transition Updates

Sharing Life Together General Fund
In memory of Jack Sneeden, Sr.,  

& Jack Sneeden, Jr.
by Elnora Sneeden

In memory of Glenn Childers
by Don & Yvette Slawter 

In memory of Glenn Childers
by the Transitions Class

In memory of Jean Tatum 
by Don & Yvette Slawter

In memory of Jean Tatum
by the Transitions Class

In memory of Ruby Busbee 
by Willis & Ann Brown

Feeding Ministry
In memory of Tracy Formy-Duval 

by Ken & Keena Newland

In memory of Annabel Dean Ellis 
by Ken & Keena Newland

In honor of Paula Lanier 
by JoAnne W. Ward

L

Tuesday Noon
Join us each Tuesday at 
noon at the Activities 
Center for a wonderful 
home-cooked meal and 
a devotional given by 
one of our ministers. 
Tuesday noon is a 
great way to meet new 
friends and catch up 
with current friends. 
The cost of the meal is 

$5 and reservations are not required. We look forward to 
seeing you on Tuesdays!

Schedule:
May 5th:  Jim Everette
May 12th:  Matt Cook
May 19th:  Jim Everette

May 19 is the last regularly scheduled Tuesday Noon 
until fall. Please check back at the end of summer for 

the new schedule!
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Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to Barbara O’Neal on the loss 

of her mother, Betty Wentz, on April 10, 2015.

Christian sympathy is extended to Evelyn Johnson and Stacy 
Elvington on the loss of Bryan “Bud” Allen Poston, Evelyn’s father 
and Stacy’s grandfather, on March 28, 2015.

Christian sympathy is extended to Margie Hilburn on the loss of her 
mother, Estelle Arnn Yeatts, on March 28, 2015.

Christian sympathy is extended to Renee Griffin on the loss of her 
father, Ray Pearsall, on March 24, 2015.

Christian sympathy is extended to June Dickinson on the loss of her 
father, Robert Carlton Teel, Jr., on April 12, 2015.

Christian sympathy is extended to Walt Busbee on the loss of his 
100 year old mother, Ruby Busbee, on April 14, 2015.



The following memorials have been given generously, 
and we are deeply grateful:

Memorial Gifts
General Fund

In memory of Jack Sneeden, Sr.,  
& Jack Sneeden, Jr.
by Elnora Sneeden

In memory of Glenn Childers
by Don & Yvette Slawter 

In memory of Glenn Childers
by the Transitions Class

In memory of Jean Tatum 
by Don & Yvette Slawter

In memory of Jean Tatum
by the Transitions Class

In memory of Ruby Busbee 
by Willis & Ann Brown

Feeding Ministry
In memory of Tracy Formy-Duval 

by Ken & Keena Newland

In memory of Annabel Dean Ellis 
by Ken & Keena Newland

In honor of Paula Lanier 
by JoAnne W. Ward

 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!!!  
Words cannot express how much each of you 
mean to us. It has been an incredible experience 
to serve on this staff and to be a part of this church 
family. We hope you know how much your kind and 
encouraging words and notes have meant to us as 
we transition into a new ministry. We also wanted to 
say thank you for your incredible generosity to our 
family. FBC has a special place in our hearts and we 
are so happy that God has allowed us to remain a part 
even in this transition. FBC is a special place and we 
are thankful for you! We love you!

-Daryl, Dawn, Abby & Ethan Trexler

WMU Ladies on 
a Mission

The ladies, at 
the Betty Stike 
Women on 
Mission April 

meeting, used their 
creative talents to 

make flower 
centerpieces for the 

Matthew 25 House 
dining tables. The ladies had a great time working on this 

meaningful mission project.

WIHN Volunteers 
Needed
Wilmington Interfaith Hospitality Network (WIHN) will live at 
our church June 14-21. Volunteers are needed to stay the night 
with the families (you will have your own room), stay a few hours 
during the day, help with meals and washing sheets. WIHN is 
a ministry that provides temporary shelter, food and direction 
to homeless families. On a rotating basis, 13 host congregations 
provide accommodations and meals for up to four families for 
one week, four times a year. If you can help, please contact Gary 
Gupton at 371-0033 or gary_gupton@yahoo.com.

Giving
March Goal:

March Receipts: 
April Goal: 

April Receipts:
YTD Goal:

YTD Receipts:

 Attendance

Worship                  970       676       688       583  
Sunday School    373       599       518       491

APR
5

APR
19

APR
12

APR
26
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Sr. Adult Ministry
In honor of Daryl Trexler 

by Lanier Ladies’ Class
 

Inner City Offering
In memory of Lamar Brooks by

Stephen & Sandy Smith

Prayer Shawl Ministry
In memory of Velma Gaskins

by Peggy Kishton

Burmese Ministry
In honor of Rosa Gaskins 

by Peggy Kishton

Local Missions
In honor of Bill Dunn 

by the Wednesday Morning 
Bible Study Group

Missions & Ministry
In memory of Lamar Brooks

by Mary Margaret Brooks

Pastor’s Fund
In honor of Daryl Trexler 

by Joan Marshall

$157,560.00
$175,623.00
$157.560.00
$138,621.00
$630,240.00
$580,432.00

Thank You    
  FBC Family



YOU Are Needed 
   to Make Summer     
        Camps a Success!
Be a mission right here in Wilmington teaching our young disciples about the 
love of Jesus and how “we love because HE first loved us!”

The Children’s Ministry is planning for a wonderful
summer sharing the love of Jesus to children of FBC and 

their friends. Are you interested in joining this great team of 

Mother’s Day Offering
Need: $3,000
You will find a special envelope in your pack of offering envelopes for the month of 
May. This special envelope is to be used to support the CareNet Counseling Center 
ministry of the North Carolina Baptist Hospital. The Wilmington regional CareNet 
Counseling Center has been providing hope for people in crisis and healing of the 
emotional maladies that have wounded and scarred many hurting people, since its 
earliest days of ministry. Our church helped to establish the Wilmington CareNet 
Center and has provided foundational support with our finances, counselors, 
volunteers, encouragers, and by referring church members and people outside 
our congregation to the superior staff of counselors at CareNet. Members of our pastoral leadership team do not 
hesitate to refer people in crisis to the CareNet Counseling Center because we view CareNet as the counseling 
ministry of our church. Wilmington is fortunate to have a regional CareNet Center in our city, and the ministry 
of our church is strengthened by our partnership with them. This opportunity is another way that First Baptist   

                Church extends our ministry of hope, healing and light as the presence of  
                              Jesus to our city and beyond.

YOU Are Needed to Make 
Summer Camps a Success!

VOLUNTEERS

camp leaders? Big and small jobs are all needed to make camp 
ministry successful. If you would like to help, please contact 

Mrs. Jeannie at 763-2471 or jtroutman@fbcwilmington.org.

Youth are invited to chaperone children’s summer 
camps! Chaperones 5th grade and up are needed 
for Camp Creation (July 7-9) and chaperones 9th 

grade and up are needed for Camp Jonah (June 22-26). If you can help this 
summer, please contact Jeannie Troutman at 352-4355 (call or text name & grade). Camps are 

not possible without our teenagers serving in this great summer ministry. Thanks in advance for your help!

Surf Camp
Surf Camp for the summer of 2015 will be July 20-22 

from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. each day. Camp is designed 
for girls and boys, grades 4-12th. We will meet at the 
Activities Center each day and then head for the waves 
at Wrightsville Beach! There is no cost for the camp and 
we will have a “mission” emphasis by inviting participants 
from PORTIA HOUSE and the Karen Burmese 
community. It is also open to First Baptist members and 
their friends. Contact Don Vigus or the Activities Center office to sign up at 799-7564 or dvigus@fbcwilmington.

  
              

YOUTH CHAPERONES
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Graduate Sunday
We hope the 

FBC church 
family will make 

plans to celebrate 
with our high 
school seniors on 
Sunday, June 7, as 
we recognize this 
milestone in both 
morning worship 
services. We ask 
that you continue 
to pray for our seniors as they finish their last exams and projects of 
high school and also for their families during this exciting time.

Volunteers Needed 
at Activities Center

Our busy Activities 
Center is a hub of 
activity, not only for our 
congregation, but for the 
community as a whole, so 
we are in need of some 
help! Volunteers are 
needed Mondays from 
4:00-6:00 p.m. and every 
fourth Tuesday from 
6:00-9:00 p.m. Training is 

provided. Please contact Margaret Johnson if you can help at 
799-7564 or mjohnson@fbcwilmington.org!
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YOU Are Needed to Make 
Summer Camps a Success!

FBC Kids 
Conquered 

State 
Bible Drill 

Competetion
On Saturday, April 18, five FBC kids 
participated in the North Carolina 

Baptist State Bible Drill 
Competition in Durham. All five of 

our Bible Drillers were winners at the 
State Drill which means they knew 
at least 20 out of 24 Bible ‘calls’ that 
were given. Two of our Bible Drill 

Participants, Alex Lee (not pictured) 
and Naw Htat Htat (first on left), 

received certificates for being State 
Bible Drill winners for three years in 
a row. WOW! We are proud of all of 

you. Thank you to their faithful 
leaders Amanda Norris, Jan Rhyne, 
Gary Harris and Teale Leiner who 

have studied and prepared them well! 

Pictured (from left): Naw Htat Htat, Wes 
Cribb & Kameryn Queen

Not Pictured: Alex Lee & McLaine McIntyre

The 
Importance 

of Our Nursery 
Each week we schedule a group of people to  serve 
alongside our paid nursery staff in providing loving 
care to our youngest children during both worship 
services. Our nursery is often the first encounter with 
First Baptist Church for new families and this loving 
environment gives our moms and dads the freedom 
to worship without worry. Thank you to all who are 
currently serving in this ministry. Remember, your 
presence is vital each week. If you would like more 
information about joining this rotation of ministry 
providers, four times a year, please email Lauren 
McLean at lcl.mclean@gmail.com. 

YOU Are Needed 
   to Make Summer     
        Camps a Success!
Be a mission right here in Wilmington teaching our young disciples about the 
love of Jesus and how “we love because HE first loved us!”

The Children’s Ministry is planning for a wonderful
summer sharing the love of Jesus to children of FBC and 

their friends. Are you interested in joining this great team of 

YOUTH CHAPERONES



Change a Guatemalan 
Family’s Life Forever

SPONSOR A FOOD BASKET

Kingdom News is a monthly publication 
of First Baptist Church of Wilmington,  NC            
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It may not seem like much to us, wooden posts 
with corrugated tin walls and a roof, but to a 
family that has been living with four or five or 
more people in a cornstalk hut, it is an answer to 
prayer. Our team from FBC will build houses for as many as 
we have funds to complete while we are in Chimaltenango, 
Guatemala July 23rd through July 30th. Would you and your 
family consider sponsoring a house for $400? Or your Sunday 
School class? Or your office? It is an incredibly satisfying and 
meaningful way to do ministry in a place so far away, but 
through a means that is so personal and life giving - a home. 
If you can give this wonderful gift, please make checks out to 
FBC and indicate “Guatemala House” in the memo. 

You can also give a family the gift of food and provide the 
funds for a food basket that will provide one month of food 

for a family of four. The cost for a food basket is $8. If you can sponsor a food basket, please make checks 
out to FBC with “Guatemala Food Basket” in the memo. 

Both gifts are needed by July 1. Thank you for your generous support- we are all a part of the work that God is doing in Guatemala and 
around the world. If you would like to go on the October 2015 Guatemala Mission trip please contact Don at 799-7564 or

dvigus@fbcwilmington.org. Cost of the trip is $1,050.

411 MARKET STREET
WILMINGTON, NC 28401

SPONSOR A HOME


